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CROSSING THE BAR 


Sunset and evening star, 
And one clear call for me! 

And may there be no moaning of the bar 
When I put out to sea. 


But such a tide as moving seems asleep, 
Too full for sound and foam, 

When that which drew from out the boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark! 

And may there be no sadness of farewell 
When I embark ; 


For tho’ from out our bourne of Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar. 
Tennyson. 


[By kind permission of Messrs. Macmitran & Co., Lrp.] 


MEMOIR 


S one who knew and valued Arch- 
deacon Wilberforce and his teaching, 
I have been asked by his publisher to write 
a short memoir as a preface to these ser- 
mons, the last which the Archdeacon had 
prepared for publication. For ten years 
it was my privilege to be closely associated 
with Archdeacon Wilberforce in the paro- 
chial work of St. John’s, Westminster, 
and it is a great pleasure to me to be able 
to bear witness to that wonderful person- 
ality which, for the last half-century has 
exercised such a potent influence over the 
hearts and minds of vast numbers of men 
and women. 

The fourth and youngest son of Samuel 
Wilberforce, Bishop of Oxford and subse- 
quently of Winchester, the Archdeacon 
was born on February 14, 1841, and less 
than a month later his mother passed away. 
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Her loss deeply affected his father, and as 
a consequence of her death the Bishop 
and his youngest son were drawn together 
by ties of a peculiarly deep and lasting 
affection. 

Basil Wilberforce was educated at Eton, 
and afterwards entered Exeter College, 
Oxford. After serving as chaplain and 
private secretary to his father for a few 
years, he became curate of St. Jude’s, 
Southsea, and in 1871, at the early age of 
thirty, he was collated to St. Mary’s, South- 
ampton, one of the most important benefices 
in the diocese of Winchester. Here he 
rapidly made his mark, both as a parish 
priest and as a preacher; and during his 
stay at Southampton he devoted a great 
deal of his energy to temperance work 
and anti-vivisection for propaganda on 
the platform. In politics, Archdeacon Wil- 
berforce was a keen and ardent Liberal, 
and he owed to Mr. Gladstone his appoint- 
ment in 1894 to the Canonry of West- 
minster, to which was attached’ the Rectory 
of St. John’s. Two years later he was 
nominated Chaplain to the House of Com- 
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mons, and in the year 1900 he became 
Archdeacon of Westminster. The loss of 
his wife in 1909 came as a severe blow, 
from which he never altogether recovered. 
Mrs. Wilberforce was the eldest daughter 
of Captain Netherton Langford, R.N., by 
Caroline St. Leger, granddaughter of the 
first Viscount Doneraile, and for forty-four 
years he was aided at every turn of his 
vigorous and unconventional ministry by 
the tact and devotion of his accomplished 
wife. “In her day the house at Dean’s 
Yard was the haunt of everybody who was 
anybody, but with her death there came 
a silence over it, and a touching sadness 
over him.” 

For the last twenty-two years the gaunt 
grey old church in Smith Square has been 
the treasure house of most of his notable 
utterances. Those of us who have wor- 
shipped in that church will find it hard to 
realize St. John’s without the visible pre- 
sence of that great outstanding personality. 

A superb head, with a superb poise and 
a polished elegance of majestic dignity, 
Archdeacon Wilberforce vividly recalled 
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to mind the picture of a stately Roman 
Emperor. He was an arch-master of the 
grand manner. His face was somewhat 
stern in its classic repose, but when he 
smiled he revealed a heart full of tender- 
ness and sympathy, and his cultured voice 
filled the building with deep and sonorous 
music. 

Impossible would it have been for him 
to do anything common or ignoble. Were 
he but to declaim the letters of the alpha- 
bet, it would be to invest them with over- 
whelming awe. Those of us who have 
heard him deliver those wonderful addresses 
on the Wednesday afternoons in Lent, 
shall we ever forget their marvellous diction 
and beauty? as, standing clad in cassock, 
a tall, spare figure on the chancel steps, 
_ he poured forth a flood of eloquence for 
the best part of a short-lived hour, never 
halting or hesitating for a single word. 
Whether it were in the Abbey or in St. 
John’s, whenever he was announced to 
preach he always drew enormous congre- 
gations of intellectual people, attracted 
by the magnetic power of his personality 
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and the unique manner he employed in 
presenting old truths in new and unfamiliar 
garb. 

Without any doubt, Archdeacon Wilber- 
force succeeded in keeping within the fold 
of the Established Church hundreds of 
thinking souls who would otherwise have 
been lost to her, repelled by her narrow- 
ness and exclusiveness. To be associated 
with him was in itself a liberal education, 
for he had lived in the company of all the 
most notable men and women of his day, 
and he always had at command a never- 
failing fund of interesting anecdote and 
illustration. His mind to the last was 
keen and alert, and his memorable sermons 
on the war struck a high note of lofty and 
noble patriotism. 

His churchmanship was unrelenting, but 
it was broad as well as high. “It is pos- 
sible to be a good Churchman without 
being a good Christian, but you cannot 
really be a good Christian without being 
a good Churchman.” The appeal which 
he was never tired of making to his hearers 
was the affirmation of the eternal fact of 
II 
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| the indwelling divine nature—the imma- 
_nence of God. 

Humanity in its inmost essence is akin 
to God. Not the God of Theism, an 
externalized omnipotent despot, seated on 
a great white throne, in a localized heaven, 
out beyond the shining of the farthest star, 
but God as the indwelling life of all that 
is. ‘This is not Pantheism, as certain 
unthinking critics sometimes assert. It 
conceives God, not as a god, but God— 
not as a spirit, but Spirit, universal yet 
individual, differentiated if you will, but 
infinitely higher than that conception 
of God which we know as personality in 
ourselves. God is not a person, but “ per- 
sonalness.” 

In Christ the full tide of this divine life 
flowed with unbroken power. He is the 
ideal and prophecy of the future perfect 
man. Jesus of Nazareth, the most perfectly 
God-inhabited specimen of the human 
race, was the highest specialization of the 
universal mystic indwelling Christ, incar- 
nated for the purposes of observation in 
order that we might become like Him. 

12 


Ms eS. es y 
a a 


= 








MEMOIR 


But can we live in this continual conscious 
realization of this divine immanence ? 
Can we be independent of external aid ? 

“J have known,” said the Archdeacon, 
“some Quakers who came near this.” But 
the Church is necessary. With all its faults 


and failures, with all its narrowness and 


bigotry, it is a divine and not a human 
polity, which man too often in his ignorance 
has done his best to spoil. 

In the preface to one of his published 
volumes of sermons the Archdeacon states 


his creed in the following terms: “I believe 


in one universal, omnipotent Parent-Source, 
of whom, and to whom, and through whom 
are all things, and in whom all live and move 
and have their being, whose name is Love, 
and whom no man hath seen at any time. 
And I believe in Jesus called the Christ, or 
the Anointed One; the revealer of God to 
man, and the interpreter of man to himself ; 
the specific embodiment of the moral 
character of the Parent-Source, and the 
archetypal specimen and perfect represen- 
tative of the sonship of humanity; the 
peculiar incarnation of that Divine Word or 
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Logos, or eternal reason of the Parent- 

Source which is immanent in all men. 
“He was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary; tested and made 


| perfect by exposure to the divinely-ordered 


resisting agency, which is called moral evil ; 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead and buried. He descended into Hades ; 
the third day after His crucifixion, He showed 
Himself alive to His disciples, and after 
forty days He withdrew from limitations 
and returned, by what is known as the 
Ascension, to universal life and authority ; 
from thence He is ceaselessly coming in 
judgment, or discernment, upon the charac- 
ter and attainments of His brethren of the 
race, both while they are alive and when 
they stand, small and great, before God at 
the close of the education of this age. (For 
all judgment or discernment hath been 
committed to the humanity of the Parent- 
Source revealed in Jesus.) 

“And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 
atmosphere or influence, or ceaselessly out- 
flowing life of the Parent-Source, and of 
Jesus the manifestor of the Parent-Source. 
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He is the lord, the life-giver, and the sus- 
tainer of the universe; the inspiration of 
art, science, literature, prophecy, aspiration, 
holiness, prayer. Though limitless, date- 
less and universal, He is revealed as dis- 
coverable and accessible in the Holy Catholic 
Church. He is the invisible bond between 
souls that are sundered; He assures of 
pardon, convinces of the non-reality of death, 
and of the endless continuity of individual 
life.” 

During the last thirteen years, Arch- 
deacon Wilberforce has published on an 
average one volume of sermons each year. 
In these sermons, which are especially 
_ marked by a high standard of eloquence, 
he deals in a fearless and attractive manner 
with many of the deeper problems of human 
life, and although their subject matter is 
treated, to a very great extent, from a 
philosophical standpoint, yet the Arch- 
deacon never fails to apply his philosophical 
principles to the practical needs of every- 
day life. His services in the cause of 
theological reconstruction were perhaps 
greater than those of any other contem- 
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porary preacher possessing equal eminence 
and influence. Without doubt, these ser- 
mons Of his should make a strong appeal to 
those who are drawn towards the mystical 
interpretation of Christianity. The follow- 
ing are the titles of some of his most recent 
volumes of sermons : Inward Vision, Spiritual 
Consciousness, Steps in Spiritual Growth, 
Power with God, The Secret of the Quiet 
Mind, The Hope that is in Me. Of his War 
Sermons, the volumes entitled The Battle 
of the Lord and Why does not God stop the 
War ? have most probably enjoyed a greater 
appreciation than any other, while the little 
volume entitled There is no Death has 
brought comfort and peace to many a heart 
crushed and bereaved by the loss of near 
and dear ones in this terrible war. 

One clear duty remains to those of us 
who have known and loved and appre- 
ciated Archdeacon Wilberfo1ce’s teaching, 
and that is to carty on to the best of our 
ability that teaching :— 


Never the spirit was born; 
The spirit shall cease to be never; 
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‘Birthless, per deathless, and changeles,. 
the spirit for ever; 
OS hath not touched it at all, 

Dead though the house of it seems. 


H. MAYNE YOUNG. 
onp VICARAGE, ; 
EN OAKS. 
May 20, 1916. 
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I 
THE PURPOSE OF GOD 


“My bonds became manifest in Christ throughout the 
whole Praetorian Guard.” —Puit. i. 13 (R.V.). 


HERE is in this saying a significant 
blending of the profession of arms 
with the unfolding of the purpose of God. 
Cast back your thoughts across a chasm of 
more than eighteen centuries, to the summer 
of the year of our Lord 63, and visit in 
imagination the military barrack of the 
Palace of the Caesars at Rome; many of us 
have seen the ruins of that Palace. ‘There, 
under the safe keeping of the Praetorian 
Guard, the household brigade of the Caesars, 
is a prisoner, small in stature, weak in body, 
insignificant in appearance, invincible in 
determination. It is St. Paul the Apostle, 
the heroic evangelist, the indomitable mis- 
sionary, the standing example of the victory 
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of spirit over body. St. Paul has been 
preaching the gospel to “them that are at 
Rome also,” and, by command of the in- 
famous Nero, he has been imprisoned that 
he may be reserved for martyrdom in the 
Coliseum. St. Paul was one who had realized 
his oneness with Infinite Mind, he was an 
optimist, and the optimists of all ages are 
the ascending mental wings of their gener- 
ation. Paul’s epistles, written during his 
imprisonment, are lessons in fearless filial 
confidence in God. Circumstances never 
for a moment weakened his calm faith in 
irresistible omnipotence working out a divine 
purpose. Wherever he happens to be he 
looks around him for his duty; he finds it, 
where duty always is, close at his elbow. If 

God puts a man in a barrack room, ora palace 
or in the trenches in the North of France, 
that is where he can serve God. Paul sees 
his immediate mission in the Praetorian 
Guard, the flower of the Roman soldiery, 
the most highly trained of the representatives 
of the world-subduing power of Rome. To 
each, soldier, as his turn comes round to be 
on guard in the prisoner’s cell and to be 
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chained to the prisoner’s wrist, he unfolds 


the message of the gospel, he preaches 
“ Jesus and the resurrection,” and with such 
confidence, conviction and success that he 
writes full of grateful enthusiasm “ the 
things which have happened unto me have 


fallen out unto the progress of the gospel so | 


that my bonds became manifest in Christ 
throughout the whole Praetorian Guard.” 
In the museum at Rome there is to be seen 
to this day a square of plaster cut from the 
wall of a barrack room in the Palace of the 
Caesars on which is scratched a human figure 
with an ass’s head, nailed to a cross, with a 
man kneeling before it, obviously intended 
to insult and gibe at some Christian soldier 
convert, and underneath is written, “‘ An- 
examenos worships his God.” » Anexamenos 
was one of the Praetorian Guard converted 
by Paul. He was a Christian soldier, the 
forerunner of Havelock and his saints, of 
Hedly Vicars, and Gordon, and the long line 
of heroes who have fought for their country’s 
honour, while they held the secret of Jesus 
in their hearts. 

Meanwhile, in far-off lands, history was 
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shaping itself in harmony with the Eternal 
purpose. In the distant North-west there 
was a little island named by the Latin writers 
Britannia, inhabited by a people of Celtic and 
Teutonic origin, indomitably courageous and 
warlike, never knowing when they were con- 
quered, a standing menace to the colonizing 
schemes of the Romans. In the year 54 B.c. 
Caesar landed on the South Foreland, sub- 
dued the country, established garrisons, and 
for a hundred years the Romans nominally 
governed the island. About the year of our 
Lord 50, a hundred years after Caesar’s expe- 
dition, in the reign of Claudius, another Ro- 
man expedition to Britannia was undertaken, 
when the inhabitants of the Isle of Wight | 
and of Hampshire, whose capital was Venta, 
afterwards Ventchester or Winchester, offered 
so desperate a resistance and so formidably 
harassed the Romans that, after the death 
of Claudius, and after the reign of Nero, 
Vespasian, in the year of our Lord 70, rather 
more than six years after St. Paul’s imprison- 
ment, sent over to garrison Britain the cream 
of the Roman Army, the Praetorian Guard, 
the very men and their successors of whom 
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St. Paul says, “My bonds have become 
manifest among the whole Praetorian Guard.” 
It is justifiable to draw the conclusion that 
one of the undoubted origins of the Christian 
Faith in this land was the missionary en- 
thusiasm of St. Paul’s converted soldiers. I 
do not deny other Christianizing influences 
among our heathen forefathers, but Eusebius 
tells us that Christianity came to Britain 
from St. Paul. It is significant that the 
word Church or Kirk or “ Curiakee ” is a 
Greek word, and the Praetorian Guard 
spoke Greek. The inscription ‘“‘ Anexame- 
nos worships his God” is in Greek, and 
though, in the course of years, the various 
Christian fragments in Britain lost their 
prevailing Greek characteristics, and united 
into the homogeneous whole of Western 
Latinism, and the ‘“ Curiakee” of the 
Praetorian Guard melted into the “ Eccle- 
sia” of Augustine, the first Archbishop of 
Canterbury, I maintain that God’s message 
in Christ was brought to this country by 
those whose profession was warfare, and 
whose training, in the slaughter of their 
fellow-men, was the stern discipline and 
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uncompromising code of the all-conquering 
Roman Army. The first conclusion is 
obvious and needs no elaboration. It is the 
direct contradiction of the assertion, fre- 
quently made, by a certain class of religion- 
ists in this country, that the profession of 
arms is wholly antagonistic to the evolution 
of the Christian ideal, and that Christian 
men ought not to enlist. The history of 
the British Army alone suffices to give the 
lie to Voltaire’s shallow lampoon that 
Christianity might influence priests and 
women but was powerless with men. With 
men? Was Henry Havelock a man, whose 
daring genius and inflexible will carried a 
handful of troops across flooded rivers and 
burning plains and saved India ? 

Was General Rice, the bravest general in 
the American Army, a man? Rice, who, 
when he was shot through the body, whis- 
pered, “Turn me over.” ‘ Which way, 
general?” “Face to the enemy.” ‘Then 
he whispered, “ Christ is near by, near by,” 
and his spirit passed away. Were Vespasian’s 
Praetorian Guard “men,” who, on their 
way to wipe out a rebellion, carried the 
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knowledge of Christ to those whom they 
were sent to crush? Moreover where the 
recognition of the Christ has not become a 
fact in spiritual consciousness, the discipline, 
submission of will, sense of solidarity, habit 
of obedience, of military training, is a splendid 
school for character, and the whole nation 
would be the better for its universal com- 
pulsory adoption. Read the records of our 
army in France, note the supreme exploits of 
self-sacrifice which savour of the very cross 
of Christ. That far-flung battle line from 
Verdun to the sea has produced evidences 
of constancy and devotion which are mani- 
festations of the divine sonship, thrusting its 
way through the flesh nature, and which put 
to shame multitudes who imagine they have 
attained spiritual consciousness. 

But that is not the only lesson I desire to 
draw. ‘The use of the Praetorian Guard to 
Christianize Britain is a striking illustration 
of the fact that behind all second causes, 
all happenings on the material plane, there 
is silently working an irresistible omnipotent 
purpose. 

Isaiah speaks of it in chapter xiv. 26, as 
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“‘'The purpose which is purposed upon the 
whole world, the Lord of hosts hath purposed 
it, and who shall disannul it?”’ ‘The con- 
ditions on the lower plane of realization and 
action, which have their educative uses, are 
just incidents which have behind them a 
prevailing omnipotent purpose. James 
Russell Lowell reminds us that we sometimes 
think that we see— 


Truth for ever on the scaffold, 
Wrong for ever on the Throne. 

But that scaffold sways the future, 
And behind the dim unknown 

Standeth God behind the shadow 
Keeping watch above His own. 


(In other words, God, carrying out His | 
purpose.) 

Paul’s rather impatient appeal unto Caesar 
resulting in his imprisonment in Rome. The 
severity of the Roman discipline necessitat- 
ing his being chained to a soldier. The 
closeness of the contact as soldier after 
soldier was thus brought under his influence. 
The rebellion in Britain necessitating the 
sending of the Praetorian Guard. These 
were all happenings, second causes, incidents, 
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and the purpose behind all, the hidden 
meaning, “‘God behind the shadow,” was 
the eternal purpose of giving the Christ 
revelation to our ancestors. 

Does not this show us the importance of 
thinking rightly of God in times of severe 
crisis? It removes many heavy burdens to 
think rightly of God. God is not the 
personal mechanician of the worlds, operat- 
ing upon phenomena from without. Though, 
being Infinite, God is obviously Transcen- 
dent, that is antecedent to, and | external to, 
aetnacna. He is also Immanent Mind in 
all, the driving power of evolution, not only 
“above all,” but “in all.” To know that 
“the purpose which is purposed upon the 
whole world ” is the ultimate perfection of 
humanity, through the gradual process of 
good struggling against and overcoming 
its opposite, is a helpful thought. It 
brings God so very near to us. It assures 
us that God is not permitting, but enduring, 
German atrocities in Belgium. “ Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these, ye have done it unto Me,” said God 
Incarnate. It proclaims the true philosophy 
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of Creation. Every _ visible thing, every 
cell, every germ in this material _world has 
within it a principle, a purpose, a a place, i in 
working _ out the ‘Eternal Will. It is a 
rallying thought, a sun-burst of optimism 
when a cloud of depression weighs upon 
the senses, to remember that, in the centre 
of all, there is no chance, no mere machinery, 
but everywhere purpose, intelligence, evolu- 
tion, Love. The very pangs of a sanguinary 
crisis become prophecies of rest when we 
know that divine Fatherhood penetrates, 
enwraps, expresses Himself in every inci- 
dent of life. To know that there is only 
one dominant force in the universe, and that 
though it works slowly its ultimate success 
is certain, is to be reconciled to life. Life! 
human life, what is life? What is the 
meaning of it, what is the use of it? Ask 
a biologist what is life,and he will tell you 
that he has worked back to the protoplasmic 
lining of a germ cell, and that the question is’ 
unanswerable. Ask St. Paul, and he replies, 
human life is a vehicle for the “ power that 
worketh in us”; and “the power that 
worketh in us ”” is a hidden creative majesty, 
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pervading all things, from the crystal to the 
man. He will tell you that “ the power _ 
that worketh in us”? is an all-containing 

creative mind, which repeats itself by gener- 
ating other lives. A Principle of Being, 
which, though Infinite and not personal, 
can be mentally individualized, and spoken 
of under the personal pronoun ; an Infinite 
spirit whose purpose is as utterly independent 
of men’s passing plans, or wishes, or con- 
ceptions, as His universal life is utterly 
beyond the realization of men’s thoughts ; 
a Being Who exercises His functions by 
stimulating and evolving a “ power that 
worketh in all.” That is the meaning of 
the words “‘ able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we can ask or think, according 
to the power that worketh in us.” More- 
over, in condescension to our need for 
personality in our conception of an Infinite 
Being, this all-containing soul may be defined 
and addressed in a phraseology reverent and 
tender, and suggestive of confidence and 
security, for He is to be called, by us men, 
* Our Father.” Not as an exhaustive defi- 
nition, not even as the highest name that 
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will be given to us in another sphere, but 
as the best that we men can use. From 
Him (says the Apostle) “‘ every Fatherhood 
in heaven and earth is named.” In other 
words, every fatherly relationship involving 
precedence as in crystal or plant, involving 
affection and responsiblity as in animal and 
man, is derived from Him, and is an echo 
and a shadow of His close Parental relation- 
ship to all men. 

Now this realization of God as Father, and 
at the same time as Evolver, is the obvious 
justification for the continuance to the 
bitter end of this sanguinary war, and a 
source of mental peace while we are in the 
throes of it. This war is a severe climax 
in evolution, the evolution of freedom, 
recognition of the oneness of the race, and 
general peace. The insane ambition of the 
German Emperor to subdue Europe by fire 
and sword, and rule the human race by a 
military despotism, is a world-menace. 
Liberty, equal rights, democratic ideals, 
were to perish under the mailed fist of a 
self-obsessed despot. The unfortunate Ger- 
man people, deluded by the systematic lying 
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of their press, and the bombastic blasphemy 
of the Kaiser, and the false philosophy that 
might is the only right, and compassion for 
feeble peoples a despicable weakness, have 
not awakened to the truth. The British 
white paper has never been allowed in 
Germany, and they will probably never see 
the able and carefully reasoned reply of the 
scholars and men of science of England 
to the preposterous manifesto of the German 
Professors. The Spirit of God strikes at 
wrong through true men’s hands. The law 
of the Spirit of God is the law of evolution, 
and the law of evolution, in all the spheres 
of livingness, from the growth of a seed to the 
improvement of a race, is war; struggle 
against opposing environment. In this war 
we have “come to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty,” and, though the cost 
to us is, and still will be, terrible, though 
the German system against which we are 
fighting is not legitimate warfare but brigan- 
dage, dishonour, and murder, we shall win, 
and we shall save for the world liberty, equal 
rights, and peace. Peace! Can peace come 
out of war? Well, the devilry and destruc- 
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tion of this war will awaken the conscience 
of the whole world to realize that war is hell, 
and militarism murder, and to resolve that 
wars shall cease and arbitration take their 
place. There will be a universal and mighty 
revulsion of feeling against war when this 
_ horror is past. But war is, in another sense, 
the evolutionary sense, the road to peace. 
Peace is the ideal. When the ideal can be 
attained by honourable international arrange- 
ment, as Sir Edward Grey earnestly strove 
to attain it in this instance, there is joy on 
earth and in heaven. Schouvaloff, who at 
the cost of much unpopularity averted war 
by his action at the Berlin Conference, 
showed me, years ago in Wiesbaden, an 
illuminated scroll, presented to him by the 
international Peace Association, bearing the 
inscription “ Blessed are the peacemakers.” 
With tears in his eyes he declared that he 
valued that scroll more than all his medals 
and orders. He had averted war by diplo- 
macy. But there are crises when the only 
road to peace is war. This is no contra- 
diction of the mistranslated angels’ anthem. 
In the Greek the words are “ Peace on earth 
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to men of good will.” This is the ideal. 
When “men of good will,” which means 
when all men are using their wills to realize 
their oneness through the Immanence of 
the Infinite Spirit, there will be peace on 
earth. Meanwhile to assume the attainment 
of an ideal, and to act as though it were 
attained, though you know it is not, is mere 
foolishness in all planes of human life. 
Evolution has not passed the warring stage. 
For young Christian men to hesitate to offer 
themselves for the service of their country 
on the plea that war is unchristian is to 
confuse what is ideally desirable with what 
is practically possible. "To assume that a 
student who will one day attain high honours 
as a mathematician can deal with the differ- 
ential calculus while he is still mastering the 
tule of three would be to confuse his mind 
and ruin his education. 'T’o assume nation- 
ally that the ideal of the angels’ anthem is 
attained, and to refuse to fight the Lord’s 
evolution battle, is to misunderstand the 
universal law of the Immanent Mind. The 
139th Psalm is a perfect picture of the 
evolutionary principle. It describes a pres- 
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sure from within, the stirring of a hidden 
endowment from the consciousness of which 
the human spirit cannot escape; a power 
summoning every human faculty to come 
to the aid of the Divine Will; and, pro- 
foundly spiritual though that Psalm is, it 
ends with a clear intimation that the battle 
of evolution will often be on the material 
plane. ‘Wilt Thou ‘not slay the wicked, 
O God; depart from me, ye bloodthirsty 
men ; do not I hate them that rise up against 
Thee?” and so on. 

Now while it is important that every one 
should realize the tremendous consequences 
which hang upon the vast battle now pro- 
ceeding, almost within hearing of England, I 
desire to protest with all my power against 
pessimism. The pessimist is abroad, his 
voice has been heard in the pulpit. In a 
time of national crisis the pessimist is a 
curse to the community, for pessimism is 
infectious. The unwise utterances, and 
letters to the press, of pessimists who dread 
Zeppelins, and anticipate invasion, and who 
dare to say that even if we win we shall come 
out of the contest as a second-class power, 
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depress the population and are eagerly 
reproduced in every German newspaper. 
The present moment is the most critical in 
the whole war. In the terrific struggle now 
proceeding there must be lamentable lists of 
casualties, there will be many tears, and the 
fortitude of public feeling should be braced 
and strengthened. When you meet a pessi- 
mist remind him, first, how undoubtedly 
we are in the right; dwell upon the in- 
domitable courage with which our men are 
laying down their lives to save their country. 
Remind him of the unexampled heroism 
with which the Belgian Army have held back 
the German hosts outnumbering them by 
ten to one. Bid him realize that behind 
England, ever increasing, is the patriotic zeal 
of an Empire upon which the sun never sets. 
The Australian Minister of Defence spoke 
the mind of our brothers of the Common- 
wealth when he said, “The crushing of 
mad militarism will take long, but we shall 
continue to send men till the end of the 
War.” On the same occasion the Prime 
Minister, Mr. Fisher, said, “ Australians will 
give to the last shred of their substance.” 
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The civilized world knows that we are fight- 
ing for right, for justice, for liberty, for 
honour amongst nations. 

So be optimists, banish fear, be apostles 
of optimism, hold the issues of this perilous 
juncture constantly into the Divine Presence, 
recognize that this nation is honoured by 
being the vehicle of the Spirit of evolution 
which is uplifting the race. The secret of 
optimism is the mental effort to abide in 
conscious oneness with the Supreme Power, 
the Infinite Immanent Mind evolving a 
perfect purpose. When you are thus men- 
tally abiding in the “Secret place of the 
Most High” you live above all “ happen- 
ings ” whatever may be their soul-harrowing 
cost. Moreover this attitude benefits the 
community, for it makes a thought-atmo- 
sphere. It is beginning to be recognized, as 
a fact in mental science, that thoughts do 
produce vibrations, helpful or harmful. 
When many are thinking from the basis of 
conscious oneness with the Infinite Mind 
their combined thoughts have a direct 
influence in shaping conditions and events. 
This is called by some “ mass-suggestion,” 
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by others the “ psychology of crowds”’; we 
call it the prayer of faith. I cannot define 
its operation, but it is certain that the 
machinery of events does move in the 
direction of strong and combined human 
thinking. Then, as the issues of life are 
mental, combined right thinking in the 
present crisis, and calm trust in the Infinite 
purpose, will enable us presently to say, 
with Paul, “The things which happened 
unto us have fallen out unto the progress 
of the Gospel.” And “the Gospel ” means 
“peace on earth to men of good will.” 
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II 
IS CHRISTIANITY A FAILURE? 


“Blessed is he whosoever shall not be offended in Me.” : 
—Marr. x1. 6, 


| es answer which the Lord Jesus sent 

tothe Baptist’s question, “Art Thou 
He that should come,” contains a universal 
axiom, the force of which is as cogent 
to-day, as when, twenty centuries ago, it 
fell from His lips: ‘“ Blessed is he who shall 
not find in Me a hindrance, an occasion of 
stumbling.” 

The words hold the key of true Christ- 
Theology, and suggest the root-thought 
of the season of the Epiphany. 

Our Lord had just appealed to the testi- 
mony of His works, and to His teaching ; 
He had said, “‘ Go and tell John the things 
which ye do see and hear”; but from the 
words which immediately follow it is evident 
that the consciousness of His mission, 
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which came upon Him first as a boy of 
twelve in the Temple at Jerusalem, was 
widening to the extent of realizing His 
unique identification with the Infinite 
Spirit, and, with that widening, came the 
recognition by prevision, of the misconcep- 
tions, and confusions, and over-definitions, 
and under-definitions, and metaphysical con- 
tradictions, and persecutions, which would 
cluster round His name to the perplexity 
of countless hearts, and that so-called 
*“‘ Christendom ” would be rent asunder by 
immaterial controversies as to the exact 
mode of His conception and birth, and the 
nature of the mysterious elements of His 
unique Personality, and so He adds, almost 
as a soliloquy, ‘‘ Blessed is he whosoever 
shall not be offended in Me.” At the 
same time He unhesitatingly assumes a 
position of unique dignity. He draws away 
the eyes of men from His psychical triumphs 
over the action of Nature, which He spoke 
of not as “miracles” but as “ signs,” 
and fixes them on Himself. Blessed is he 
who shall not find in Me, not in My ethics 
or doctrine, but in Me, a stumbling-block. 
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It is well in these days when numerous 
so-called schools of thought are arising, 
most if not all of which fail to realize the 
supreme meaning of the Incarnation, that 
we should ask ourselves the question, 
What think ye of the Christ? Who is He 
Who sends such a message to John the 
Baptist, and, through John the Baptist, 
to the world? The greatest prophets 
have never spoken thus. ‘The founders 
of the great religions of the world, Zoro- 
aster, Buddha, Kang-fu-tzee, Mahomet, 
never uttered words like these. What 
is the justification for this position of self- 
exaltation assumed by Jesus of Nazareth? 
It has “‘ offended,” been a stumbling-block, 
to many. One important religious com- 
munity, numbering in its ranks such men as 
Channing and Dr. Martineau, has arisen vir- 
tually to deny this position assumed by Jesus. 

Some years ago there appeared an able 
treatise, the object of which was expressed 
as being “to bring down Jesus from the 
clouds, and restore Him by criticism to 
the domain of history.”” To restore Him 
to the domain of history is unnecessary. 
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He is sufficiently grafted into history by 
the brilliant and scholarly pen of Renan 
in the Vie de Fésus and by the frank 
admission of Strauss that He certainly 
lived and died in the reign of Tiberius. 
And as to “ bringing Him down from the 
clouds,” the whole tendency of the deepest 
spiritual thought of the age is exactly the 
other way. The spirit of truth is evolving 
the mystic meaning of the Christ revelation 
more clearly as the years go on, and bril- 
liantly illuminating the historic happen- 
ings of Bethlehem’s cradle. What, then, 
is this revelation of Infinite Mind concern- 
ing Himself which is the underlying thought ° 
of the whole Epiphany season? Clear 
the mind from the cobwebs which human 
over-definition has spun around men’s 
thoughts of our Heavenly Father. The 
Being of the self-existent primal cause of 
all things is Spirit: God is Spirit, not a 
Spirit, but Spirit. We cannot define 
Spirit, we can logically infer that it is, 
and we can judge of its quality as it con- 
ditions itself in form. The universe is 
God in expression, God conditioning Him- 
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self in phenomena. “The heavens declare 
the glory of God.” That is, the solar 
system is a manifestation of one of the 
qualities of God. The Being of God is 
a necessary inference from the fact of the 
universe. Charles Darwin writes’ in 1873: 
“The impossibility of conceiving that this 
great and wondrous universe arose through 
chance seems to me to be the chief argu- 
ment for the existence of God.” Precisely. 
As Professor Huxley said, “There is no- 
thing so illogical as Atheism.” Therefore 
God is known as He expresses His Infinite 
Mind in visible and knowable things; for 
things are “thinks,” things are because 
God thought them ; nothing, or no “ think,” 
is that God didn’t think it, and so it is 
not. A man who has never seen Tennyson 
at any time knows him as he breathes 
forth his mind in poetry. God is known 
as He breathes forth His Mind, His quali- 
ties, in the transcendent poetry of the 
visible creation. If I hold in my hand a 
violet, I am holding an epitome of the 
whole universe, every separate item in 
which is a visible form having behind it 
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a spirit reality which is a thought of God. 
This process of divine thought transmuting 
itself into form is the operation of what 
is called the Logos. “In the beginning,” 
says St. John, “was the Logos”; in other 
words Infinite Mind has always expressed 
Himself, revealed Himself, in visible forms, 
and every creative act is God, as the Logos, 
thinking Himself into matter. When He 
first thought-formed and then body- 
formed man in His own image, the Logos, 
the self-expression of Infinite Mind, be- 
came the central life in every man born 
into the world, and the birth of every 
child is in that sense, whatever may be 
the parentage of his body, an incarnation 
of the Logos. Our slow-moving minds 
may be long in recognizing it, and our un- 
spiritual lives may seem to contradict it, 
but deep in the centre of the being of 
every man there is a divine self to be awak- 
ened, a ray of Bate life which Paul calls 
“the Christ in you.” 

Almost as far as this real thinkers every- 
where, and specially in the Eastern world, 
attained ; but however intensely they have 
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believed universal life to be Divine Im- 
manence, they have never been fully able 
to think the idea of personality into this 
universal life. In times of storm and stress 
and heart-anguish a universally diffused 
mind of unthinkable boundlessness has 
not fully satisfied human needs, and down 
the ages men have always mentally con- 
ditioned the universal spirit into some 
product of their imagination, and have 
worshipped idols, and natural phenomena, 
and attributes, and virtues, and plants, 
and animals, and men, until in the fullness 
of time the World’s Father satisfies this 
instinct He had Himself implanted, and 
specializes His quality of personalness in 
one unique human life-centre. He gathers 
up these world-wide, age-long instincts 
of anthropomorphism, and satisfies them 
wholly in the person of One Who was, as 
no being ever had been before Him, or 
will be after Him, ‘‘ God manifest in the 
flesh.” The Eternal Word or Logos of 
the Infinite Mind was incarnate in a separ- 
ate human enclosure, in one spotless 
human form born of a woman, and in Him 
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the Infinite Life immanent in all creation 
“‘ became flesh and dwelt among us,” and 
in Jesus the problem is solved how to think 
of the Universal Spirit as a Person while 
at the same time preserving the thought 
of His universality. This is the great and 
solemn fact that makes the birthday, which. 
we have recently commemorated on Christ- 
mas Day, like none other in the world. 
This is why there goes a thrill through 
every believing heart when in the Nicene 
Creed we repeat the words, ‘‘ And was 
made man.” It is because Jesus is the 
unique individualization of the infinite 
self-consciousness of the Creative Spirit. 
Now this is the underlying thought of 
the Epiphany sign of the miracle of turn- 
ing water into wine at Cana in Galilee. 
It is the definite identification of the Lord 
Jesus with the Cosmic Mind in the natural 
world. Thirty years ago Professor W. B. 
Carpenter, the great mental physiologist, 
told me how he was led mentally “up 
the altar stairs of things created that slope 
through darkness up to God.” He said 
Science had proved to him that the primal 
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power behind phenomena is not material, 
and that cosmic activity is the result of 
mind. Mind, he said, has made, and is 
always making, the world. Nothing but 
mind, Omnipotent Mind, Immanent 
Mind, could hold all these multitudinous 
forces in perfect equilibrium. Jesus mani- 
fested His absolute identity with this 
Infinite Immanent Mind by His command 
of the controlling influences of nature, 
by His power of manipulating the secret 
processes of growth at His will, condens- 
ing into a moment of time the many months 
of gradual progress during which, in God’s 
great laboratory, absorbed moisture, with 
many changes and assimilations, becomes 
wine. “Ye believe in God,” He said, 
“believe also in Me.” Ye believe in the 
Universal Soul, believe in the specialization 
of the Universal Soul in Me. Believe 
that I represent on earth the personality 
and the moral qualities of the Infinite 
Spirit. ‘‘ Blessed is he whosoever shall not 
find a stumbling-block, a hindrance, in Me.” 

But more than that, Jesus is the embodi- 
ment of the universal principle of the Im- 
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manence of Godin man. He is the symbol, 
the Sacrament, the outward and visible 
sign of the divine nature immanent in 
the race; and in that aspect His appeal to 
humanity is: ‘“ As I am, so are ye in this 
world; I am Divine Spirit in perfection, 
ye are Divine Spirit in germ. Infinite 
Mind is “ greater than all.” “The Father 
is greater than I,” in the sense that the 
Infinite must necessarily be greater than 
even its highest possible manifestation, 
just as diffused electricity is greater than 
the lightning flash that manifests it; but 
in your rudimentary mental condition you 
cannot know either yourselves, or the 
Infinite Father Spirit fully, influentially, 
except through His self-manifestation in Me, 
and my identification with you.” Thus 
is Jesus the ‘‘ Mediator,” or uniting medium, 
between God and man. That, I take it, 
is the meaning of all the Epiphany signs. 
Many years ago it was my duty to be in 
close relationship with a very able and 
advanced thinker, now long since passed 
over, who had been in his youth bewildered 
by credal definitions, and rudimentary 
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conceptions of the Eternal, forced upon 
him by authority, and who had become 
a pronounced sceptic, and a dangerous 
one also, as he was a powerful lecturer 
and pamphleteer. To him Jesus was a 
stumbling-block. Together we followed 
out this line of thought, till he saw that 
this unique Personality who has moulded 
the destinies of men was an exceptional 
self-expression of the universal Creative 
Mind; the specific embodiment of the 
vital element through which all that is 
has its being, the explanation of the spirit- 
ual instinct that has striven for expression 
in all the great historic religions of the 
world. It was like watching the growth 
of a flower to note the truth widening 
and blossoming in that mind, and, at last, 
he wrote down for me his testimony, 
which I repeat in his own words: “ An 
entire change has taken place in my opinions 
with regard to everything; for the first 
time in my life I really believe in God 
and see a spiritual philosophy, the existence 
of which in all my previous thinking I 
had never so much as imagined. I will 
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tell you of what you have persuaded’ me. 
I now believe (1) that there is but one 
Substance, and that Substance is God; 
(2) that all phenomena are manifestations 
of God, and that of these manifestations 
humanity is the highest; (3) that Christ 
is the perfect manifestation of God, and 
so is God, and therefore that humanity, 
as identified with Jesus, is in its essence 
divine. I see that Christ was a visible 
display of God; it was God Himself on 
earth; but, although thus fully mani- 
fested, God was at the same time in all 
things and in all men. You have led me 
into what I can only call a new life.” 
Blessed was that man, for he was no longer 
*“‘ offended” in the Christ. The God- 
man, the Divine Humanity, was no longer 
a stumbling-block to him. 

Many of us have experienced that in- 
tuitional awakening, with the result that 
now there is not the slightest confusion in 
our minds as to separate persons in the 
Godhead. We are not involved in Dual- 
ism or Tritheism, or in any metaphysical 
contradiction of the unity of the Infinite 
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Spirit. We are firmly convinced of the 
“‘allness ” of God, and in universal Divine 
Immanence, but we are wholly free from 
the Pantheistic peril of sublimating away 
our God-conception into a vague imper- 
sonal force, for we realize the “ personal- 
ness”? of our Heavenly Father in Him 
Who said, ‘He that hath seen Me hath 
seen the Father.” Moreover we recognize 
the divinity of humanity. We have accepted 
the revelation of the Infinite Father Incar- 
nate in one man, as a demonstration that 
He is immanent in all men, and, though 
perfection may seem still far off, we know 
that divine sonship is in us, and the know- 
ledge has changed our lives. 

The Christian revelation of God is no- 
thing new, it is the revelation in the fullness 
of time of what had always been true. 
Just as there was a precise moment in 
geological history when the rays of the 
sun first’ pierced the nebulous mist envelop- 
ing the planet on which we live, though 
the vibrations and undulations of what 
we call light had been on the planet since 
the fiat went forth “Let there be light,” 
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so in the Lord Jesus the full revelation of 
the inseverability of God and Man, which 
had never varied, pierced the mist of uncer- 
tainty which clouded human hearts, and 
spoke to the world from its own level of 
comprehension with a human voice. Chris- 
tianity, as it is called, is not a new religion, 
it is the explanation, the illumination, the ful- 
filment of all religions since the world was. 

I said ‘“ Christianity.”. Is there any 
such word in Scripture? I am asked by 
the editor of a world-wide magazine to 
join in a symposium to consider whether 
‘“‘ Christianity,” considering the present 
condition of the world, is not an utter 
failure. What is Christianity? We know 
that the disciples were called “‘ Christians,” 
as a sort of nickname, at Antioch; but 
did our Lord found any system called 
“‘ Christianity’? How would you define 
“‘ Christianity’ as commonly understood ? 
“‘ Christianity”? is a generally assumed 
code of ethics, and of the relation between 
man and man, and nation and nation, 
based on maxims uttered by Jesus mainly 
in the Sermon on the Mount. It is con- 
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ventionally accepted that these maxims 
indicate a standard of ethics to be imposed 
upon men by external authority. This 
is not the case. ‘The words of Jesus express 
an ideal which will be realized when the 
mystic teaching of the Christ has been 
assimilated by humanity. This realization 
will come by the gradual evolution from 
within of the principle of which the Christ 
was the perfect manifestation, and not by 
a code of ethics enforced from without. 
This is the law of life everywhere. It 
is the law, for example, of vegetable life. 
Take as your ideal in the vegetable world 
one of those charming vine-plants which 
are for sale in the summer in horticultural- 
ists’ shops, with their graceful leaves and 
purple bunches of grapes. ‘That ideal 
has been attained by the slow evolution 
of a principle within it. Try and realize 
this ideal without this evolution. Pur- 
chase leaves and bunches of grapes and 
fasten them cleverly to some branches 
and call it a grape-vine. When it inevit- 
ably withers and shows itself to be a palp- 
able failure, would you encourage a sym- 
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posium to decide whether vegetation was 
a failure? Your manipulated grape-vine 
is a failure, the principle of growth is still 
perfect. The principle of what is called 
Christianity is the Immanence of our 
Father-God in humanity, the fact that 
individual men are separate items in a vast 
solidarity in which Infinite Mind is express- 
ing Himself. Jesus has shown us what 
the ideal is to which that principle will. 
lead. When, after ages of evolution, that 
principle is realized and assimilated the 
ideal of the Sermon on the Mount will 
become the historically real, and it will 
then be as impossible for a man to fight 
and kill his fellow-man as for one limb of 
your body to fight and destroy another 
limb. The time is not yet, but the evolu- 
tion of this principle is markedly progress- 
ing. At this moment it is manifesting 
itself in its lower degree, in the law of 
evolution, by fighting to the death against 
its hostile opposite. In the present stage 
of evolution there must be war on earth 
to produce peace on earth. May we 
deserve peace. May God grant us peace ; 
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may we bravely win peace. But what is 
peace? Peace is agreement between 
civilized nations to live on terms of friend- 
ship and mutual respect. You cannot 
make peace with robbers, ravishers of 
women, torturers of children, breakers of 
solemn treaties. Every one ought to read 
the terrible report of the Official Gazette 
of Paris, based only upon _ irrefragably 
established facts, as to atrocities in France. 
It is well to face these facts that we may 
realize the absolute necessity of every 
Englishman offering his life for his country 
in this war against Antichrist. The official 
commission states that German soldiers 
sought out people who were in their houses, 
and shot them. ‘They broke into houses 
and fired at every one they saw. A woman 
aged ninety-eight was bayoneted in bed. 
A boy of fourteen was disembowelled. 
A harmless old man, aged seventy-eight, 
was brutally shot in the street on the pre- 
text that he had shot some Germans, which 
was absolutely untrue. 

The report mentions innumerable cases 
of the violation of women and girls. It is 


=] 


THE PURPOSE OF GOD 


impossible to describe these in detail ; suffice 
it to say that elderly women and little 
girls were in numerous cases the victims 
of the brutal lust of the German soldiery. 

At Montmirail an old man was shot for 
endeavouring to defend his daughter from 
a German soldier. 

The report concludes with the slaugh- 
ter of the wounded. One case is quoted 
of nine wounded French soldiers, lying 
at a farm, being deliberately killed by the 
order of a German officer. Four soldiers 
went from man to man shooting each in 
the ear. Miscreants guilty of such crimes 
must be crushed not pacified, and “ blessed 
is he whosoever shall not be offended in 
the Christ,” the Principle, because the 
present stage of the law of evolution demands 
that Britain and her Allies shall fight to 
the death, to their last man and their last 
shilling, to make these abominations impos- 
sible. It is not with hate, or the idea of 
retribution, but under the solemn duty 
of repressing, in God’s name, the worst 
ebullition of barbarism in the whole history 
of the world. 
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And yet we can each one of us individu- 
ally help to bring peace. How? By 
discovering this principle, this divine evolu- 
tion, in ourselves. By affirming it as the 
inmost life of all, however degraded. Peace, 
real peace, is thought-radiation of the 
realized divine life and that creates the 
peace atmosphere. Every real lifting of 
yourself helps to raise the race-conscious- 
ness into the peace atmosphere. This 
lifting principle, this divine life, is called 
by St. Paul “ sh in you.” “TI believe,” 
said Emerson, “in the still small voice, 
and that voice is the Christ within me.” 

“Blessed is he,” says the Christ in us, 
“who shall not find in Me, in My near- 
hess, and protest, and correction, and stimu- 
lation, a rebuke and offence.’”? Remember 
God must win us. We are His vehicles. 
He cannot lose us. He must overcome 
creaturely defect and obstinacy. He must 
reign till He hath put all enemies under 
His feet. Divine Love is the Spirit of 
evolution effecting the moral perfection 
of man. To resist Divine Love is like 
resisting the law of gravitation, the resist- 
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ance may seem successful for a time, but 
the law wins in the end. ‘The resources of 
Infinite Divine Love are inexhaustible, and, 
without coercing our will, which would 
make us automata, He will win at last, 
. from the most earth-bound, the confession 
of Julian the Apostate as he threw his 
blood-stained hands into the air with the 
cry, “ Thou hast conquered, O Galilean!” 
Yes, thank God, the Galilean will con- 
quer. The mystic Christ will win us 
here or hereafter. To find Him within 
us now, to let Him conquer us now, to 
recognize Him as Emmanuel, God with us, 
God for us, God in us, is the secret and 
soul of spiritual progress. To pass through 
the painful puzzle of this life’s education 
calmly certain that, in all circumstances 
and conditions, an omnipotent all-wise 
Friend is ever desiring to rule our life, this 
it is to be vitalized, empowered, elevated. 
This it is to be partaker in the benediction 
contained in the words: “ Blessed is he 
whosoever shall not be offended in Me.” 
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“He will not be afraid of any evil tidings, for bis heart 
standeth fast in the Lord.”—Ps, cxii. 7. 


BVIOUSLY this is not a promise of 
freedom from justifiable anxiety 

upon the plane of the human emotions. It 
does mean that realization of God, recog- 
nition of the inseverability of God and man, 
unshaken confidence in the omnipotence, the 
wisdom, the perfect ultimate purpose of 
Divine Love will keep us from losing heart, 
though temporarily we may be crushed 
between the upper and the nether mill- 
stones of adversity. All moral issues are 
really mental. It is the mind that we must 
keep “standing fast in the Lord.” The | 
man whose mind realizes God can turn | 
everything that comes to him into good, in | 
the midst of tears. It is not easy, it implies 
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a daily training of your thought to dwell 
habitually on the “allness” of the In- 
finite Mind. It is not easy, because the 
habitual tendency of the human mind, 
filled with inherited imperfect conceptions 
of God as an objective world-ruler, is always 
in the direction of the limitation of God. 
Remember that striking and suggestive 
saying in the Bible version of the 78th 
Psalm, speaking of the causes which had led 
to the downfall of Israel: “ They limited 
the Holy One of Israel.” I know enough 
of my own soul, when “ my heart within 
me is like melting wax,” to be sure that this 
attitude of limiting God is a real danger in 
times of crisis. 

We limit God quite unconsciously. We 
think, not deliberately but automatically, 
that God is a great external Ruler, and that 
He cannot, or will not, or does not care to 
do what we ask. This is the mental peril 
of conceiving God only as an objective per- 
sonal World-Ruler. It was a characteristic 
of the Jewish conception of Jehovah. He 
was a tribal God, the Ruler of the Jewish 
nation, sometimes even defeated by superior | 
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military efficiency, as we read in Judges i. 
19, when the Lord, Jehovah, could not drive 
out certain opponents of Judah “ because 
they had chariots of iron.” 

To limit the conception of God is a very 
common error. One writes recently of 
our daily intercessions in the Abbey— 

“TI cannot understand how people can 
believe in or pray to a Power who is either 
too feeble to prevent, or sufficiently wicked 
to permit, such horrors as this war.” 

That is a perfectly natural conclusion of 
a mind that limits the conception of God 
to an extra-cosmic personality. 

To clear our minds of this danger we must 
recognize it. This error of “ limiting the 
Holy One,” of mentally conceiving Him 
as an external Ruler only, of excluding the 
Immanence of the Infinite Spirit from the 
process of evolution and the storms in- 
cidental to evolution, has hindered the 
spiritual development of the race. 

The history of the mental progress of the 
world is one unceasing witness that nothing 
dies so hard as this error of limiting God. 
The Psalmist in this sentence, “‘ They limited 
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the Holy One of Israel,” has indicated a 
mental habit which down the ages has in- 
capacitated nations, churches, individuals, 
Over many a Church impotent for reform 
over many a mind wandering in unbelief, 
over many a life restless, vacillating, un- 
happy, the Psalmist’s sentence might be 
written as an epitaph, “ They limited the 
Holy One of Israel.” # 

Intellectual limitation is the history of 
nearly all scientific unbelief. Religion owes 
much to scientific research; the patient 
pursuit of sequences leading up to the unity 
and intelligence of the primal cause, the 
discovery of the invariability of the laws: 
that govern all forms of life, have opened 
our minds and added new sublimity and 
new recognition to the Cosmic mind in 
Nature. But why are some scientific men 
agnostics ? Because they “limit” the In- 
finite Reason, that which Professor Huxley 
calls “the passionless impersonality” that 
they have discovered behind phenomena, 


1 Cf. Sermon on “ Limiting the Holy One,” in volume 
Sanctification by the Truth (Elliot Stock, 7, Paternoster 
Row). 
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to the physical laws of which they acknow- 
ledge it must be the originator. They 
“limit the Holy One,” they do not follow 
out the higher problems suggested ; and to 
stop where they stop is to make the origin 
of life an uncertainty. To refuse to limit, 
to follow the gleam, though you get lost in 
Infinity, is to acknowledge with the late 
Professor W. B. Carpenter, the great mental 


physiologist, that it is as illogical to deny / 


God in nature as to deny mind in man; 
or to confess, as Sir Andrew Clarke, that 
prince of physicians, confessed in Exeter 
Hall, that it was impossible for him not to 
be a Christian unless he denied his reason. 
Then what a blight upon spirituality has 
been ecclesiastical limitation! It has caused 
sectarian animosity, civil war in the Churches, 
cruel persecution. Men have rightly and 
properly propagated the conception of God 
taught by the particular community to 
which they belong, but they have imagined 
that they alone, as a religious system, pos- 
sessed a monopoly of the knowledge of God, 
and they have persecuted and unchurched 
all that differed from them. The cruelties 
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of the Inquisition of past days, the dis- 
abilities of Roman Catholics and Noncon- 
formists of later times, and the narrowness 
of some sectarians of to-day, these are the 
echoes of the old error, they “limited the 
Holy One of Israel.” And the error in- 
volves the same consequences as of old: 
loss of spirituality, worldliness, impotence 
against evil. “Our Father which art in 
heaven” is not your monopoly or mine. 
The Christ is universal. He is not one man 
only, but the Archetype of all men. He is 
the vital element in which all souls have their 
being ; limit Him to one nation, one Church, 
one creed, and you have made an idol of 
the mind which is not the Christ. Believe, 
teach, live the doctrine of the universal 
immanence of the mystic Christ, of which 
the historic Christ is the manifestation, and 
the world will need no other theology. The 
jarring hostilities of rival sects would die 
it men would cease to “ limit the Holy One 
of Israel.” 

Then theological limitation of the inex- 
tinguishable purpose of the Holy One of 
Israel, with regard to the humanity in which 
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He has expressed Himself, is the parent of 
atheism, and the origin of such a letter as 
that of which I read an extract. We know 
that nine-tenths of the multitudes in our 
great cities are born hereditarily disposed to 
vice and indolence, and condemned by their 
environment to temptation from their child- 
hood. As Christians, we stretch out our 
arms, so far as they will reach, to help the 
needy and restore the lost. The patient 
administration of Love, which is God’s in- 
exhaustible remedy for degradation, is blessed 
to many, but thousands die unreached, un- 
awakened. What awaits them beyond the 
grave? ‘The answer of the believer in divine 
Immanence is: The Holy One of Israel has 
said, ‘‘ All souls are Mine”; He has said, 
“All nations whom Thou hast made shall 
come and worship Thee, O Lord, and shall 
glorify Thy name; they shall remember 
themselves, and be turned to the Lord”; 
He has said this, and we know that He will 
accomplish it, though methods, times, and 
seasons are His own. It is the old error 
condemned by the Psalmist when men en- 
slaved to rudimentary conceptions, mentally 
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imprisoned in traditional dogmatic defini- 
tions, mainly based on mistranslations of 
the Greek testament, interpose their theo- 
logical barriers and dare to limit the power 
of the Infinite Mind to carry out His own 
purposes. ‘As in the Adam all die, even 
so in the Christ shall all be made alive.” 
That is the promise. The limiters of the 
Holy One say: “‘all* must be taken in a 
lesser sense ; it refers only to a few, and only 
to this life. Now is the day of salvation. 
God is Father now; He will be destroyer 
hereafter.” And, in direct contradiction 
to this criminal limitation, sound forth the 
glorious words: “I am the Lord, I change 
not.” “The same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever.” And in that “ for ever ” it never 
ceases to be “now.” Over this “ gospel ” 
of a vanquished God, and an empty heaven, 
what motto more appropriate to inscribe 
than the Psalmist’s epitaph, “They limited 
the Holy One of Israel ” ? 

The same error of “limiting the Holy 
One” often hinders the development of. 
our individual spiritual consciousness. We 
often live below our privileges because we 
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habitually “limit” our place in the mind 
of God. We profess to believe that God is 
‘Love—Limitless, Immanent, Omnipotent. 
But, in practice, when some great trouble 
comes, we are often so mentally cramped by 
narrow w hereditary ‘mis conceptions that we 


“Timit the E e Holy One > to a throne some- 
where in a far distant heaven, instead of 
realizing the presence of immanent and all- 
surrounding Divine Love, shaping, guiding, 
influencing every event, every circumstance 
in life’s discipline towards a definite perfect 
end purposed from all eternity, and only 
longing to be recognized and realized. In 
short, instead of “ standing fast in the Lord,” 
in Infinite Fatherhood, we are trying to 
stand fast inanidolofthe mind. All limita- 
tion of God, whether mechanical or mental, 
whether in thought, dogma, or image,. 
is idolatry, an idol of the mind. A God 
conceived under a limitation is an idol of 
the mind, and idols of the mind are a danger 
to yourself and to others. The utterances 
and the actions, for example, of the present 
head of the German Empire afford a striking 
illustration of the hideous peril of one with 
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vast military power enthroning an idol of 
the mind and calling it God. ‘Those strik- 
ing lines by William Watson, published re- 
cently in The Times, headed “ The Troubler 
of the World,” are in no way too severe— 
At last we know you, War Lord. You, that flung 
The gauntlet down, fling down the mask you wore, 


Publish your heart, and let its pent hate pour, 
You that had God for ever on your tongue. 


“God for ever on his tongue.” What 
God? An idol of the mind called God, a 
God limited to Germany. Witness the 
telegram of the Kaiser to the Crown Princess, 
not intentionally blasphemous, of course : 
“How magnificently God supported the 
Crown Prince!” Barry Pain, in The Times, 
justifiably lampooned the telegram— 

Led by Wilhelm, as you tell, 
God has done extremely well ; 
You with patronizing nod 
Show that you approve of God. 


Kaiser, face a question new— 
This: does God approve of you ? 


A God who, to further the insane am- 
bitions of one man, will shock the moral 
sense of the whole civilized world, turn Bel- 
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gium into a shambles, and promote upon an 
unoffending nation an aggressive attack 
which for its ferocity, its barbarous methods, 
its tracherous breach of solemn international 
obligations, bids fair to outdo the wickedest 
and bloodiest struggles in the history of the 
world! Such a God would, of course, 
cordially approve of the Kaiser. Well, we 
are all in danger of making an idol of the 
mind and calling it God. Personally I find 
it necessary to be very watchful myself 
against “ limiting the Holy One ” in prayer, 
specially when praying for others, the suffer- 
ing, the dying. I am sure that we fetter and 
hinder the purpose of the All-Father when 
in our hearts we limit Him to an extra-Cos- 
mic Personality and are not sure that He 
will answer our petitions. But what a 
wonderful power is real believing interces- 
sion: blending the human mind with the 
limitless Divine Mind. We have seen it 
work what men call miracles. The Soul of 
souls, the Infinite Mind, is the inmost ele- 
ment within us all. When some common 
interest deeply moves us, when we are all 
desiring the same thing, when we are “in 
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the Spirit on the Lord’s Day,” this vital 
power is set free to work. What is it? 
It is the loving will of the Infinite _ Imma- 
nent Spirit. It is not something from us 
that acts on God ; it is something from God 
that is acting through us, and the united 
current of purpose goes forth as a dynamic 
force and acts directly upon the object for 
which we are praying. If we doubt, if we 
will not take our full place in God, if we 
withhold mental concentration, if we do 
not recognize the Divine Spirit in us, if we 
just languidly repeat a request and then think 
of something else, we hinder this divine out- 
flow of spiritual sympathy, this wireless cur- 
rent of God’s dynamics ; in other words, we 
“limit the Holy One of Israel.” 

What is it wholly to release ae God- 
conception from limitation ? 

In this connexion I cannot resist once more 
referring to those words in the Gospel 
describing the healing of a man who was 
deafanddumb. There is a profound mystic 
meaning behind the words. The under- 
lying thought is the same as that suggested 
by the words “ God was manifest in the 
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flesh.” The mystic meaning is the essential 
oneness of God and man, the amazing truth 
that by His self-realization in phenomena, 
and in individual human lives, God is one 
with His whole creation and shares its 
suffering. It is the complete abolition of 
the limitation of God as only an’ external 
Ruler. We read that Jesus, God specialized 
for purposes of recognition, “ sighed and said, 
Ephphatha—Be opened.” He sighed. That 
sigh is the sigh of the Divine distress, the 
acknowledgment of the Eternal passion of 
God, the confession of the travail pain of 
the Creative Spirit recognizing the anguish 
inseparable from His self-expression in 
creaturely existence, and especially in man, 
his highest self-expression, to whom He 
must give a will or he could never become a 
moral being. 

The Syrochaldaic word “ Ephphatha” 
is the creative word, the mental act of the 
Infinite Mind that differentiates Him into 
throbbing flesh and blood; and God’s 
-“Ephphatha,” whether spoken over the 
illimitable womb of His own creative mind, 
or over the birth of a child, or over a human 
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will limiting God, is always spoken with a 
sigh. God suffers in man. Creation is 
God evolving, under the overwhelming con- 
straint of love, that which is involved in in 
Himself. Love is the primal moving power 
of the Creative Spirit, and the law of love 
is self-sacrifice, and self-sacrifice implies 
suffering, and suffering causes sighing. No 
child enters the world without pain to the 
‘mother. The sigh of God is the travail pain 
of the universal Mother-Soul, counting the 
cost and the anguish inseparable from crea- 
turely existence, knowing every pang that 
ever has or ever will rack every individual 
soul, and knowing that He must share it, 
meeting it with a sigh, but yet speaking the 
creative word. Now the question of why 
this is so is no business of ours; but it ex- 
presses our true relation to Infinite Mind. 

We are individual items in a vast system of 
God-inhabited being, we are life-centres 
in which God desires to realize Himself. 
The theory that the creating Love-Spirit 
would witness from outside the suffering 
inevitable in the education of humanity is 
inconceivable, and “God manifest in the 
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Flesh” implies that Divine distress is in- 
separable from Divine creation, and that in 
God the sigh and the Ephphatha eternally 
are one. 

We know not why, but we can see as much 
as this. The rebellion of human wills, and 
the suffering of the long period of education, 
must have been foreseen by the Originating 
Spirit to be the only method of qualifying 
humanity for higher degrees of glory, and 
the sole condition of the ultimate perfection 
which He has purposed as Creation’s final 
law. But the knowledge did not hinder the 
creation. The purpose was too sure, the 
end too certain, “the glory that shall be 
revealed” too transcendent. And so the 
mother-heart of God is not looking on from 
outside, but, as the inmost spirit in all things, 
is travailing in pain in the souls and bodies 
of men ; even when men, not understanding 
their relation to Him, use His Holy name 
to do the deeds of very devils; enduring 
the present cross because of the certainty of 
the glory that shall be revealed when “ the 
whole creation shall be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption”’; but ever, down 
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the lingering ages, mingling His mighty 
Ephphatha with a sigh. 

If we were able perfectly to realize this, 
which we can see to be the logical corollary 
of Divine Immanence, we should never 
again be “afraid of any evil tidings,” and 
never again make an idol of the mind 
and call it God. We should say with 
Browning— 


This world’s no blot for us, nor blank ; 
It means intensely, and means good. 


The certain knowledge that God dwells in 
us assures us of the perfect sympathy, the 
actual identity of feeling on the part of 


) oe . . 
| Immanent Spirit, with every sorrow, anxiety, 


and pain that can possibly afflict us, and 
we should be convinced that each experi- 
ence of human anguish is the Almighty 
Ephphatha, putting sacred fingers into the 
deaf ears of some dormant potentiality 
buried in the flesh, that it may come forth 
into spiritual consciousness. ‘The thought 
is profound, perhaps “ too wonderful and 
excellent for us,” but the application of the 
thought is simple enough. Realize God 
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as Infinite Immanent Spirit and let your 
“heart stand fast”? in the realization, 
Every crisis which puts principle to the test, 
every endurance of suspense as to the wel- 
fare of one you love, demanding trust and 
patience, is Divine Spirit speaking the 
Ephphatha to some potency within us which 
we are ignoring, often speaking it with a 
sigh when human perversity hardens its 
will against Divine Love and human men- 
tality persists in “ limiting the Holy One ” 
and making an idol of the mind. Divine 
Love within us and around us is saying 
Ephphatha to our hearts this day, bidding 
us rise out of fear, and feel God “ closer to 
us than breathing.” If we obey the voice, 
if we cease mentally to limit the Holy One, if 
this realization of the essential insever- 
ability of God and man is appropriated as 
the actual working consciousness of our life, 
_ there will come, in the midst of sorrow and 
anxiety, a profound “rest in the Lord,” 
and you will not be “afraid of any evil 
tidings, for your heart will stand fast in 


the Lord.” 
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THE FESTIVAL OF THE GIVING OF 
THE HOLY NAME. 


“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder : and His name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, I he Mighty God, 
The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.?— 
Isa. 1x. 6. 


le: NTO us a Child is born.” ‘There 

is no doubt the “ unto us” refers 
to human beings. It is a positively startling 
prophecy of the birth of the Mystic Christ 
within each individual life-centre. Without 
this interpretation the passage is merely an 
unintelligible paradox. It isa divine paradox 
anyhow, for the Child Christ that is born in 
us is a differentiation of the God Who made 
us. Our Lord suggested this paradox as a 
problem for the Jews to think out when He , 
asked them, how, if the Christ was David’s | 
son, was He David’s Lord. 
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This Child Christ, germinally in us, is to 
be borninus. ‘ Unto us the Child is given.” 
He is represented as slumbering in the womb 
of unawakened spiritual consciousness, and, 
when He is born into recognition, “ the 
government is upon His shoulder ”—that is, 
He becomes Lord over the soul-womb which 
bore Him, Lord of the complex mechanism 
of each individual human life. Then, His 
name becomes ‘‘ Wonderful,” the source of 
ever-increasing admiration, the finite mind. 
amazed at the dawning recognition of so 
close a union with Infinite Mind. Then, 
“Counsellor,” for He is the informing 
guiding spirit, the spirit of the Mystic 
Christ, and the spirit of the Mystic Christ 
is the Holy Ghost. ‘“ Know ye not that your 
bodies are temples of the Holy Ghost ?” 
Then, He is “‘ The Mighty God ”—that is He 
_ is the Logos, the active functioning of the 

Mind that made the world. Then, “ Ever- 
lasting Father.” God is always Father, 
wherever God is, all God is, and all God’s 
qualities. So the “Mystic Christ,” the 
Son that is born to us, is the Everlasting 
Father in us, as was realized completely by 
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Jesus, Who said, “‘ The Father in Me, He 
doeth the works.” This wonderful saying of 
Isaiah, more familiar to us, probably, in 
oratorio than in spiritual realization, is a 
compendious expression of the differentiation 
of the Infinite Mind into millions of cosmic 
forms, and the operation of the Immanence 
of God in individual man, and a description 
of the operation of that immanence in those 
whose conscious minds have realized their 
true relation to, and inseverability from, 
the Infinite Originating Spirit. In them 
the Mystic Christ is Governor, Wonder- 
worker, Counsellor, Originator, and Father. 

The whole of this divine paradox was, in 
the fullness of time, individualized for 
purposes of recognition, in one perfect 
specimen of the human race, Who embodied 
in Himself all the moral qualities of the 
Infinite Mind, and all the principles which 
are potential in universal humanity ; and the 
Gospel for the festival of the Circumcision 
tells us that when the perfect specimen, 
the Historic Christ, came to manifest the 
Mystic Christ, “the Son given unto us,” 
“His name was called Jesus.” So the 
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name Jesus includes every item in the divine 
paradox of Isaiah. Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. 

“How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
in a believer’s ear.”’ It does, because, when 
a believer—that is one whose spiritual con- 
sciousness is awake—thinks calmly, deeply, 
into it, he enters into mental rest, he knows 
the meaning of “ Prince of Peace,” he is no 
longer puzzled by the divine paradox of 
Isaiah. Infinite Mind, though the irresist- 
ible logical inference from the universe, is 
not cognizable to human thought. Infinite 
Mind is everywhere on this beautiful Planet. 
In the perfect relation of the solar systems, 
in the floating gossamer in the still morning 
air, in the wondrous beauty of a snow-flake 
seen through a microscope, with the six- 
leaved blossom of the crystalline star that 
forms its substance. All this is God, and 
God Who delights in beauty, Who delighted 
in it for millions of years before man shared 
it with Him. This thought, as Wordsworth 
says, promotes “‘a sense sublime” of “a 
spirit that impels all thinking things, all 
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objects of all thoughts, and rolls through all 
things.”” Still the method of His Imman- 
ence, and His special relation to human 
individual life-centres, is practically un- 
realizable without an authorized specializa- 
tion asa sample. Jesus is this specialization. 
He is the Incarnation of the nature of the 
Absolute, and the illustration of the method 
of the Immanence of God in man. He 
concretes the beautiful conceptions of Pan- 
theism, making God intelligible and man 
understandable. ‘Therefore, “‘ How sweet 
the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s 
ear, it soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 
and drives away his fear.” ‘There is a charm 
in the name even to the non-believer. 
Christmas Day was a climax in the world’s 
history even on the material plane. Christi- _ 
anity, in spite of the fatal misunderstanding 
of its meaning, the narrowing and limiting 
of its philosophy, and the cruelties per- 
petrated in its name, has worked miracles, 
it has changed the face of the world. Im- 
pulses of thought, growth of ameliorating 
institutions, nobler, humaner standards, all 
testify that a silent power was cradled at 
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Bethlehem which was destined to supersede 
the Caesars and Alexanders and Napoleons, 
and, in the slow evolution of the ages, ulti- 
mately to subdue all things to God. 

We are observing the festival of the giving 
of the Holy Name. Fold your mental 
wings, drop metaphysics, come down to the 
experiences and sense impressions of daily 
life. 

Jesus is the symbol of man in perfection ; 
you and I are man in the making. It is, 
surely, enough that “the disciple shall be 
as his Master.” In two directions the 
festival of the giving of the Holy Name 
teaches me a lesson, on the very surface of 
life. In the first place this festival puts the 
mystery of pain in the forefront of human 
life. The Child Jesus began conscious life 
with pain. Iam not going to deliver an essay 
on pain, but obviously pain, in such a world 
as this, is the most necessary of all sensations 
for the preservation of the race; the most 
valuable danger signal, without which un- 
conscious injuries would be innumerable; 
and in the case of innocent children and in 
the dear animals, it is, in some mysterious 
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way, part of the unfolding of a purpose as 
yet unrevealed, but certainly not retributive ; 
and Paul says, that, though “the whole — 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together,” the “whole creation shall be 
delivered.” The submission of the Eternal 
Logos Incarnate to the rite of circumcision 
is witness to the fact that the most perfect 
vehicle for the self-realization of the Infinite 
Mind was prepared to confront human self- 
indulgence with the endurance of pain. 
There was nothing soft, or weak of purpose, 
in the perfect representative of the human 
race. ‘The shadow of the Cross was cast 
at once over the pattern life, and the cry of 
pain which must have followed the mutila- 
tion of circumcision was the forecast of the 
exceeding bitter cry which closed the drama 
of Calvary’s Cross. 

The festival of the circumcision coming 
upon the threshold of a new year, suggests 
to us to brace ourselves with the determin- 
ation that if our mortal bodies are chastened 
by physical pain in this coming year, we will 
remember that ‘“‘ God was in Christ,” the 
Historic Christ, when He was circumcised 
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as a Babe, and when He suffered on the 
Cross, and the Historic Christ is the indi- 
vidualization of the Christ in us, therefore 
God is in the Christ in us, ‘‘ manifest in the 
flesh”; and just as there is not a nerve in 
your body the sensitiveness of which does not 
reach your soul, so there cannot be a throb of 
pain in your physical frame which does not 
reach the Infinite Creative Soul manifest in 
your flesh ; and though few of us will reach 
the elevation of Dr. Arnold, who, when he 
was dying of angina pectoris, cried out, 
“Thank God for giving me this pain,” we 
shall realize that “underneath us are the 
everlasting arms,” and that the sufferings of 
this mortal life are, verily and indeed, a 
“fellowship in His sufferings.” 

Then, secondly, the submission of the 
Logos Incarnate to the rite of circumcision 
affords a cogent argument in favour of loyal 
conformity to the symbols, sacraments, and 
ordinances of the visible Church. He sub- 
mitted to circumcision. We cannot gauge 
the profound depth of this “ submission.” 
The interior relations between Infinite Mind 
and the Logos, between Jehovah and Adonai, 
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are beyond the cognizance of finite minds. 
St. Paul somewhat elaborately defines it 
where he says, “ He thought it not a thing to 
be grasped at to remain inert in the Infin- 
ite Godhead, but He humbled Himself.” 
Amongst the elements of this humiliation was 
the mutilation of the body called circum- 
cision. Moses brought the custom from 
Egypt, and it was exalted into the chief 
sacramental rite of the Church in which the 
Christ was born, and thus “it became 
Him,” as He afterwards said of His Baptism, 
“to fulfil all righteousness.” It is remark- 
able that Jesus conformed to every ordinance 
of the Jewish Church. He was circumcised, 
received into the Church at twelve years of 
age, baptized, sought the Mind of the Father 
in the Scriptures, strengthened Himself 
with prayer. Awakened spiritual conscious- 
ness has, thank God, taught us much. 

Has it really taught us to be so ceaselessly 
open to the Divine Presence that we realize 
that every electrode in the universe is a 
garment of God, every meal a feeding on 
His body, every breath an inhaling of His 
Spirit, every thought a communion with 
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Infinite Mind? Ifso, I grant that we could - 
consider ourselves independent of Sacraments 
and symbols. The Historic Christ knew us 
better, and He gave us the Eucharist. He 
knew that we should need a guaranteed 
trysting-place of His Presence. He gave 
us the Ejucharist, not to make a Presence 
that was not there before, but to focus the 
rays of a Universal Presence, at an agreed 
upon and specific moment, in an appointed 
and guaranteed ordinance, that we might 
consciously meet Him, visualize Him, worship 
Him, and adore Him. The symbol of the 
eating and drinking is intensely significant 
of the completeness with which His life is 
blended with ours. Subject as we are to 
space and time limitations, and to the 
fallacies of sense perception, we cannot define 
the spiritual magnetism which flows into us 
at the Holy Eucharist. We do not even 
know how sunshine feeds the million micro- 
scopic mouths of the broad-leaved vegetable 
with food which can be chemically recovered 
from the leaf in the form of carbon. We 
know not how the beloved Presence in the 
Eucharist blends with and feeds the Mystic 
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Christ in us ; we know not, and we need not 
know. But let none of us fall into the 
fatal mistake of imagining that we are wiser 
than the God-inhabited Head of the human 
trace, Who definitely connected the Holy 
Eucharist with His words, “ He that eateth 
Me, the same shall live by Me.” ? 
I ask you to carry into the New Year the 

thought of Isaiah’s divine paradox. In 
you, in me, are all those attributes and 
qualities germinally. Do we know it? 
We are here to learn it. Another year 
of school-time is gone. Time seems to go 
a little faster, thank God, as we get older. 
The midnight bells on New Year’s eve seemed 
to me to say— 

Still on as silent as a ghost; 

Seems but a score of days all told, 

Or but a month or two at most, 


Since last our New Year’s hymh we trolled, 
And lo! that New Year now is old. 


To what are we nearer? Are we nearer 
home? MHave we realized that our true 
relation to Infinite Mind is to be vehicles 
for His self-realization, and distributors to 
others of our knowledge of Him? I suggest, 
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do not begin this New Year with these 
questions unanswered, do not go on drifting, 
drifting, into the next school, with life’s 
lesson in this school unlearnt. “‘Awake, thou 
that sleepest.”” “Seek ye the Lord while 
He may be found, call upon Him while He 
shear? | 

May the dear God, Divine Love, bless all 
who read these words, and give them a happy 
New Year. But the only secret of happiness 
is goodness, and the only secret of goodness 
is obedience to the promptings of your 
higher self. The only way to heaven is 
through heaven, and heaven is heavenly- 
mindedness, and heavenly-mindedness is 
character, and character is the result of 
moral decisions made every day, and moral 
decisions are made by the will, and the will 
is the executive of the Mystic Christ. “The 
Christ in you the hope of glory,” Whose 
name is “‘ Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 
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